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od
uc

ti
on Masculinity can be considered a major theme in the novel 

“Jane Eyre” by Charlotte Bronte…

The Victorian Era had shifts in the stereotype of a typical 
man. There were different types of men.

Women began to take more responsibility as shown 
through the power struggles with Jane.



Thesis

In Jane Eyre, Charlotte Brontë attempts to portray the 
different stereotypes of men in the Victorian era 
through power struggles and the Byronic hero. 
Through Rochester and other male characters, 
readers see that a man can be described as someone 
charming with extravagant wealth or an 
overconfident and mysterious figure. 



What is a Byronic Hero?

● Term developed by Lord Byron in the 19th Century
● Byronic Heroes Are:

○ A variation of a romantic hero

○ Not like traditional heroes

○ Psychologically and emotionally complicated

○ arrogant and ill tempered

○ Strong affections, sensual,  and hatred



Modern Byronic Heroes

● Batman
● Jack Sparrow from Pirates of the Caribbean 
● Anakin Skywalker from Star Wars
● Christian Grey from 50 Shades of Grey 



Male Characters 
in Jane Eyre

● Edward Rochester
● John Reed
● House Party Guests (Colonel 

Dent, Mr. Eshton, Henry and 
Frederick Lynn, etc.)

● Mr. Brocklehurst
● St. John



Rochester
Is he a Byronic Hero?

 

● Rochester fits the stereotype of the 
Byronic Hero because he is 
portrayed as “rough” and arrogant.

● Rochester is often frustrated by 
Jane 

● Haunted by his mistake of marrying 
Bertha, impulsive

● Strongly attached to Jane and gives 
in to relationship

● Jane finds something charming 
about him



Rochester 
Quotes

“Mr. Rochester continued blind for 
the first two years of our union: 
perhaps it was that circumstance 
that drew us so very near.” (432)

“And it is you, spirit-with will and 
energy, and virtue and purity-that i 
want: not alone your brittle frame” (303)

“And he grew savage-quite savage on his 
disappointment: he never was a mild man, 
but he got dangerous after he lost her.” 
(409)



● Portrayed as a very handsome man 
● Disciplined

○ Religion + Duty > Self 
■ Goes to India 
■ Wants Jane to marry for 

duty
● Opposite of byronic hero 

○ Does not have emotional 
attachment to jane 

○ Austere in personality 
■ Principle  > Self-desire

● Jane Picked over 
Rosamund



St. John’s Role

St. John serves as a foil to Rochester. He 
gives shelter and welcomes Jane to his 
home, the seemingly opposite reaction 
Rochester had to her. Also, whereas 
Rochester was mysterious to Jane. John 
has nothing to hide, and is an open book. 
John is a firm believer in religion and 
follows duty over passion, again the 
opposite of Rochester. Rochester chooses 
to marry Jane over staying loyal to his 
wife and Jane mentions he was standing 
in the way of her religion. His values, 
contrasting with Rochester’s, allow for 
Jane to compare the two paths she can 
follow. 



“Had he been a handsome, heroic looking 
young gentleman, I should not have dared 
to stand thus questioning him against his 
will, and offering my services unasked.” 
(105)

"My bride is here," he said, again drawing 
me to him, "because my5) equal is here, and 
my likeness. Jane, will you marry me?" (242)

“Had he been a statue instead of a man, he 
could not have been easier” (329).

“St. John, no doubt, would have given the 
world to follow, recall, retain her, when she 
thus left him; but he would not give one 
chance of heaven, nor relinquish, for the 
elysium of her love, one hope of the true, 
eternal paradise” (351). 



John reed
● Bullies Jane, power struggle 

between the two

● Dependent on his mother

● Expects wealth, commits suicide 
after poor decisions and a 
different life than expected



John Reed Quotes

“There were moments when I was 
bewildered by the terror he 
inspired...the servants did not like to 
offend their young master by taking 
any part against him…”(4)

“He got into debt and into jail: his mother 
helped him out twice, but as soon as he 
was free he returned to his old 
companions and habits. His head was not 
strong: the knaves he lived amongst 
fooled him beyond anything I ever 
heard.” (209)



House Party 
Guests

● The guests that visit 
Rochester’s house are 
described as charming and 
handsome in comparison to 
Rochester.

● The guests differ from 
Rochester’s Byronic Hero 
figure



House Party 
Guests Quotes

“What was the gallant grace of the Lynns, the 
languid elegance of Lord Ingram-even the 
military distinction of Colonel Dent, 
contrasted with his look of native pith and 
genuine power? “ (164)

“I could imagine that most observers would 
call them attractive, handsome, imposing; 
while they would pronounce Mr. Rochester at 
once harsh featured and melancholy 
looking.” (164)



Mr. Brocklehurst
 

● Dishonest 
○ Stole money from government 

to enrich himself
● Calls himself Christian - ironic
● Rude

○ Mean to children 
■ First Meeting with Jane

● Not a byronic hero 
○ Shifty 
○ Does not have redeeming 

qualities 



Mr. Brocklehurst 
Quotes

"Naturally! Yes, but we are not to conform to nature: 
I wish these girls to be the children of Grace: and 
why that abundance? I have again and again 
intimated that I desire the hair to be arranged 
closely, modestly, plainly” (56)

“...stood the same black column which had frowned 
on me so ominously from the hearthrug of 
Gateshead. I now glanced sideways at this piece of 
architecture. Yes, I was right: it was Mr. 
Brocklehurst” (54)



Rochester’s Transformation

● Rochester became humbled 
after losing his sight and a 
hand in a fire

● Less arrogant, solved problems 
of power struggle between him 
and jane

● Happiness with jane leads him 
away from his byronic hero 
role 



Concluding Remarks

● Male characters in Jane Eyre were not based on the 
typical stereotype of honor, loyalty, and wealth

● Each male presented has a flaw whether that be 
greed, arrogance, dishonesty, etc.

● The title of a man was based on morality rather 
than wealth
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